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destructive of his imaginative life, and his confidence in what
Keats was to call the 'truth' of the imagination. What hap-
pened, therefore, was a revulsion from the imaginative way
of life and a search for a touchstone which could stand unshaken
by circumstance. He therefore fell back upon the discursive
intelligence, and endeavoured to create, by its exercise, a way
of life and an attitude to the universe in which he might have a
permanent confidence. Later, Wordsworth was to formulate
what he came to think was the true relation of the discursive
intelligence to the imagination. But this he did only after he
had recovered his belief in the imagination. The faltering of
his spirit before the facts of life which he experienced during
the course of the seventeen nineties found him unprepared by
reflection on the relation of the imagination to the intellect;
and he was all the more inclined to abandon the imagination
because of the respect which, when at Cambridge, he had felt
for mathematical inquiry. From such studies
I drew
A pleasure quiet and profound, a sense
Of permanent and universal sway,
And paramount belief.
And he goes on to say,
specially delightful unto me
Was that clear synthesis built up aloft
So gracefully.
He sets this eclear synthesis' in opposition to the turgid con-
dition in which the mind is
beset
With images, and haunted by herself.
Hence, when the passionate strength of his imagination was
weakened, it was inevitable that his mind should revert to the
clearness and certainty of intellectual inquiry which formerly
he had most intimately known in the field of greatest abstrac-
tion, namely, mathematics. He turned naturally at this juncture